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Senator Susan Collins Starts Behind but 
Beats Expectations 
• Collins starts the 2026 race in a challenging position, 

trailing a generic Democrat by 8 points (41 - 49), but 
outpaces a generic Republican by a 2-point 
margin.  

• Collins consistently overperforms the GOP baseline, 
especially among college-educated women (+8 net), 
voters over 55 (+6), and swing voters (+10).  

• 11% of voters are undecided between Collins and a 
generic Democrat, but this group leaned heavily 
Republican in 2024, breaking for Trump over Harris 
by a 2-to-1 margin and Collins holds a pivotal 6-point 
edge with swing voters. 

One Vote Can Change the Race 
• Federal healthcare premium tax credits are a 

top concern for Maine voters – 73% are worried 
about their expiration, with one-third extremely 
concerned.  

• Support for extending these credits is 
overwhelming: 69% want Congress to act to 
extend them, and among those extremely or very 
concerned (50% of the electorate), 96% demand 
extension. 

• If Collins votes to extend the credits, she gains 
a net +6-point bump, pulling the race to a 
statistical toss-up (43 – 45). 

 
Swing Voters and Moderates Are the 
Blueprint to Success 
• Swing voters (+6 net) and a Moderates segment 

(16% of the electorate) – moderate, female, older, and 
less college-educated – hold the key to victory. 

• If Collins supports extension, she outperforms 
Trump’s 2024 ballot share with this Moderates 
segment by 16 points. 

• If she opposes extension, her support falls to 15 
points below Trump’s share. 

 
Methodology: This probabilistic survey was conducted November 10 – 11, 2025, with n600 likely 2026 
general election voters. It has a margin of error of ±4.00%. Known registered voters were interviewed via live 
phone calls and text-to-web surveys. This survey was weighted to a likely 2026 general election audience. 
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