
 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Interested Parties 
FROM: Gene Ulm, Public Opinion Strategies 
SUBJECT: The Impact of the Expiring Premium Tax Credits on the U.S. Senate Race in N.C.  
DATE: October 8, 2025 
 
 
Public Opinion Strategies recently completed a survey of 600 likely voters in North Carolina. The survey was 
conducted October 3 - 6, 2025, and has a margin of error of ±4.00%. The memo below outlines some key 
findings from the survey. 
 
THE BOTTOM LINE  
 
There is an overwhelming political upside—and significant potential downside—for North Carolina lawmakers 
regarding the expiring health insurance premium tax credits. With cost of living and health care among voters’ 
top concerns, strong majorities back these credits and want Congress to extend them. Championing an 
extension prevents premium spikes and coverage loss, while aligning firmly with working families. Conversely, 
allowing the credits to expire is broadly rejected and carries serious electoral risk in the tight North Carolina 
Senate race.  
 
KEY FINDINGS 
 
The generic ballot shows that the North Carolina Senate race is a tossup.   
 

• When asked if they plan to vote for a Republican or Democrat for U.S. Senate, voters are split with 44% 
saying a Democrat, 40% saying a Republican, and another 16% undecided.  

• When asked what issue is most important, Cost of living (22%) and Healthcare (10%) rose to the top.  
 
North Carolina voters overwhelmingly support health insurance premium tax credits…  
 

Generally speaking, do you support or 
oppose tax credits that make it more 
affordable for working families and 

individuals to purchase health 
insurance directly through 

healthcare.gov or state exchanges? 

Total GOP  Ind Dem Trump  
Voters 

Harris  
Voters 

Support 70% 51% 70% 90% 52% 90% 
Oppose 16% 26% 18% 5% 28% 4% 
Don’t Know 12% 20% 12% 5% 17% 6% 
Net Support-Oppose +54% +25% +52% +85% +24% +86% 
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… and a vast majority of North Carolina voters want Congress to act now to extend the tax credit.  
 

Now, the tax credits for health insurance 
people purchase on their own are set to 

expire at the end of the year, causing the 
average premium to double and five million 

families to lose their health coverage. 
Which of the following courses of action 

should Congress take? Should they… 

Total GOP Ind Dem Trump 
Voters 

Harris 
Voters 

Extend the tax credit 72% 51% 73% 93% 51% 93% 
Let the tax credit expire this year 16% 30% 15% 2% 31% 1% 
Don’t Know 12% 17% 12% 6% 16% 6% 
Net Extend-Expire +56% +21% +58% +91% +20% +92% 

 
• The overwhelming support positions extension of the tax credits as mainstream, not partisan. 
• Key segments of the Republican base support extending the tax credits.  

o Among Strong Republicans – 52% Extend & 28% Let Expire 
o Among Conservative Voters – 52% Extend & 30% Let Expire 

 
Opposing an extension of the health care premium tax credit carries a potential electoral risk in the 
North Carolina U.S. Senate race. 
 

• When asked if voters would be more likely or less likely to vote for a candidate for U.S. Senate if they 
supported allowing the health care premium tax credit to expire, a majority (57%) said they would be 
less likely to vote for the candidate, including nearly half (45%) who would be MUCH less likely.  

o Among all Voters – 17% More Likely & 57% Less Likely  
o Among Republicans – 32% More Likely & 29% Less Likely  
o Among Independents – 15% More Likely & 59% Less Likely  
o Among Democrats – 4% More Likely & 83% Less Likely  
o Among Voters Undecided on the Generic Ballot – 14% More Likely & 45% Less Likely  


